


Introduction (I)

▪ These three introduction slides provide a general context for the data 
used to create this slide set. If you have questions about any of the 
slides, please refer to the Surveillance Technical Notes.

▪ This slide set displays estimates of the number of people living with 
HIV/AIDS (prevalence) and mortality in Minnesota by person, place, 
and time.

▪ The slides rely on data from HIV/AIDS cases diagnosed through 2021 
and reported to the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) 
HIV/AIDS Surveillance System, which is part of the National HIV/AIDS 
Surveillance System (NHSS).
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Introduction (II)

▪ Data analyses exclude people diagnosed in federal or private correctional facilities, but include state prisoners 
(number of state prisoners believed to be living with HIV/AIDS as of 2021 = 20)

▪ Data analyses for new infections exclude people arriving in Minnesota through the HIV+ Refugee Resettlement 
Program (number of primary HIV+ refugees in this program living in Minnesota as of December 31, 2021 = 163), 
as well as other refugees/immigrants reporting a positive test prior to their arrival in Minnesota (n = 166).

▪ Some limitations of surveillance data:

▪ Do not include people living with HIV who have not been tested for HIV

▪ Do not include people whose positive test results have not been reported to MDH

▪ Do not include people living with HIV who have only tested anonymously

▪ Case numbers for the most recent years may be undercounted due to delays in reporting

▪ Reporting of living cases that were not initially diagnosed in Minnesota is known to be incomplete, as well as transfer of 
living cases that have moved to other states from Minnesota. However, since 2018, every jurisdiction funded for HIV 
surveillance by CDC has been part of a deduplication project in the National HIV Surveillance System.
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Introduction (III)

▪ People are assumed to be alive unless MDH has knowledge of their death.

▪ People whose most recently reported state of residence was Minnesota are assumed to be 
currently residing in Minnesota unless MDH has knowledge of their relocation. Our ability to 
track changes of residence, including within the state, is limited and subject to reporting delays 
and incomplete case and lab reporting.

▪ Vital status and current residence are updated through one or more of the following methods:

▪ Standard case and lab reporting

▪ Correspondence with other health departments

▪ Active surveillance

▪ Death certificate reviews (at least annually)

▪ Birth certificate reviews (at least annually, pregnant people only)
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National Context



Rates of Adults and Adolescents Living with Diagnosed HIV Infection, by Area of Residence, 
Year-end 2020—United States and 6 Dependent Areas

Note. Data are based on address of residence as of December 31, 2019 (i.e., most recent known address). 
























































